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• This is complementary to the excellent presentation 
created by Neil Stewart, Honorary President and 
Trustee of the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Local History 
Society on the life of Henry Dryerre as a pharmacist in 
Bonnyrigg.

• His researches revealed a young pharmacist with a 
talent for identifying ideas and marketing them through 
his business located in Bonnyrigg High Street.

• The presentation triggered a  desire to find more about 
this extraordinary and diverse person.

• The interesting results of this further historical 
research are disclosed here



The Structure of the Presentation
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• The first section will trace his family roots  and his probable 
course to becoming a qualified pharmacist allowing him to practice 
in Bonnyrigg

• The second session records how in mid-career he became a 
leading academic making very considerable contributions to 
science.



His Early Life

3

• Henry was born in Blairgowrie in 1881 the son of Henry Dryerre a 
journalist and poet. His father had a bookseller and stationery 
shop at 8/10 High Street, Blairgowrie.

• He attended school in Blairgowrie before transferring to Stirling 
High School

• He originally trained as a pharmacist before practising in 
Bonnyrigg.

• In these days it was normal for people training to be a pharmacist 
in the south east of Scotland to study at Heriot-Watt College 
(now Heriot-Watt University)

• The Principal of the College, Arthur Pillans Laurie saw Applied 
Chemistry relating to Pharmacy as an area for future development 
in the College’s new role as a Central Institution in 1902



His Early Life
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• At the beginning of the 20th Century the educational way to 
become a qualified pharmacist was to follow a course in Applied 
Chemistry tailored to the needs of pharmacy.

• This was often achieved by a combination of day and evening 
classes

• Heriot-Watt College also offered educational support to allow 
students to sit the necessary professional examinations in 
Pharmacy.

• He operated his pharmacy business from 32 High Street 
Bonnyrigg a shop he owned until after 1940.  This is currently the 
site of Gloria’s Fast Food outlet.



His Early Life
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• He established himself as a resident of Bonnyrigg prior to 1905 
renting a house at 21 High Street. This building has been 
demolished and replaced by a row of retail units.

• Prior to 1915 he had moved to Kenmore at 18 Broomieknowe
according to the Valuation Rolls.  He resided here until his death 
in 1959.



Professor Dyerre’s Home in Broomieknowe 1915-59
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Life After Being a Town Pharmacist
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• Between 1919-30 he became a lecturer in the University of 
Edinburgh whilst also holding the position as part-time professor in 
physiology (1919-35)

• In 1923 he was awarded a PhD for his research in physiology

• He developed his interest in biochemistry lecturing on the subject 
between 1930-35

• He was appointed Professor of Veterinary Physiology (1935-1945) 
at the Royal Dick Veterinary College, part of the university of 
Edinburgh

• He was a member of the Animal Disease Research Association



Life After Being a Town Pharmacist
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• In 1934 one of his roles was Chief Biochemist for the Moredun
Research Institute.

• In this role he became internationally renowned for his work on 
Milk Fever in cows with Professor Russell Greig. They identified 
low blood serum calcium as the cause which can cause death within 
hours

• He also was involved in methods of humane slaughter of sheep 
working with the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals and Edinburgh Council.



Humane Slaughter of Animals
with the SSPCA
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A Significant Contribution to Establishment of Biochemistry
(Veterinary Congress 1934 - Professor Henry Dryerre)
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Academic Honours
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• In 1925 he was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh an important step in establishing his status in the 
scientific community .

• His proposers were :
– Sir E A Sharpey-Schafer - physiologist ands founder of endocrinology, 
– Anderson G M'Kendrick – Scottish military physician and epidemiologist
– Lancelot Thomas Hogben - experimental zoologist and medical statistician
– Arthur Robertson Cushny - pharmacology and physiology

• Proposers of this high calibre reflects his standing.

• He was also a Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians (LRCP) and a 
Member of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons (MRCS)

• He was in demand as an external examiner by some prestigious 
organisations e.g. The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and the 
University of St Andrews.



Family Life and Influences
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• In 1905 Henry married Mary McLaren who died in 1940

• In 1941 he married Agnes Richardson who was some 30 years 
younger than him in the Parish of Cockpen. 

• His family home was ‘Kenmore’ 18 Broomieknowe in Bonnyrigg.

• He died on the 5th February 1959 and was buried with his first 
wife and son at Logie Cemetry near Stirling.  



Family Life and Influences
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• His son Harry was an RAF Physician and Squadron Leader during 
the 2nd World War who was killed in a car accident near Cambridge 
in 1941.

• His second wife died in 1989 in Edinburgh.

• The estate of Mrs Agnes Dryerre was received by the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh to establish The Henry Dryerre Lectureship and The Henry 
Dryerre Scholarship, in support of physiology. 

• The Scholarship is currently administered by the Carnegie Trust for 
Scotland and has had some very successful recipients.



Henry Dryerre’s Grave in Logie Cemetery near Stirling 
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